Spindle cell carcinoma of the lung: a clinicopathologic presentation of three cases.
Three patients with spindle cell carcinoma located in the lower respiratory tract are presented, including cases of two monophasic and one biphasic tumor. On light microscopic examination, the spindle cell components of the tumors were histologically characterized by sheets of fusiform spindle cells that closely resembled a sarcoma. Keratin expression in the spindle cell components of these tumors, as shown by anti-cytokeratin antibody staining, demonstrated their epithelial nature. It is supposed that the spindle cell component displays a spectrum of phenotypes originating from epithelial cells with varying degrees of mesenchymal transformation. It is difficult to establish a diagnosis of this rare primary pulmonary malignancy prior to surgical intervention. A review of the literature allowed for a summary of the clinicopathologic characteristics of this tumor.